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Response to Comments of Kenneth A. Gosting, Executive Director, Transportation Involves Everyone, 
August 31, 2004 (Letter O070 and Attachment D) 

O070-1   
Acknowledged. 

O070-2   
Please see standard response 6.3.1. 

O070-3   
The Draft Program EIR/EIS estimates that the HST Alternative would 
cost between $33 and 37 billion in 2003 dollars (Section 4.2).  The 
Intercity High Speed Rail Commission’s Final Report estimates HST 
to cost $20.7 billion in 1996 dollars (Commission, “High-Speed Rail 
Summary Report and Action Plan”, December 1996).  Key factors 
contributing to the cost increase between these two studies are 
inflation, different routes considered, and different design 
assumptions.  Based on Engineering News Record Construction Cost 
Index, over 22% of the cost increase over the previous estimate in 
the Business Plan is due to inflation.  Other cost differences result 
from the consideration of different alignment and station 
configurations (horizontal and vertical) resulting in increased length 
of the overall system and more costly configurations such as the use 
of aerial structure or tunnel to avoid constraints or environmental 
impacts. 

The proposed alignment and station configuration options and 
design assumptions would be reviewed at the project level to identify 
cost savings through application of value engineering practices. 

O070-4   
Acknowledged. 

O070-5  
Please see standard response 2.18.1.  Please also see Section 2.3.1 
of the Program EIR/EIS which recognizes and references the 
Commission’s prior studies. 
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